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Introduction
• Many of you have or will be studying the development of Chartism, how 

the movement changed over time and why the movement failed, for A Level.
• In this talk I explore what historians of the movement argue about its 

failure: their explanations …
• … and the historiographic handling of failure.
• Because a movement may have failed and still be credited with 

achievements, impact, consequences.  As Robert Saunders says,
the first mass movement to be staffed overwhelmingly by working men, it left a 
lasting imprint on the social and political life of the labouring classes, providing 
thousands of future activists with a training in journalism, mass organization and 
public speaking. 

‘Chartism from above: British elites and the interpretation of Chartism’ Historical 
Research 2008, p.463.
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Some basic points about Chartism
• Chronology of the movement
• Key figures
• Key aims
• Quantifying the movement
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Chronology of the movement 1838/48/58
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1832
Reform Act 
passed June

1836
Founding of 
London 
Working 
Men’s 
Association

1837 economic 
recession 
begins. People's 
Charter. 
Northern Star 
founded.

1838-9 mass 
movement: February 
1839 National 
Convention London. 
Moves to Birmingham 
May. July National 
petition rejected. 
November Newport 
rising

1840 Attempted 
risings Bradford, 
Sheffield etc. 
National Charter 
Association and 
Chartist ‘New Move’ 
of Lovett

July-August 1842: 
trades’ delegates 
conference: ‘Plug 
Plots’ Aug-Sept. 
April Birmingham 
launch of Complete 
Suffrage Union. 
Land Plan. 2nd

petition.

1845
Chartist 
Cooperative 
Land Society 
launched

1847-8
Economic 
depression. 
July 1847
Election 
O’Connor 
MP

1848
February French 
Revolution
10 April Kennington 
Common. 3rd petition. May 
– July disturbances 
elsewhere in country. 

1855 death 
of O’Connor
1858  8-13 
February  
last National 
Chartist 
Convention



Illustrated London News, 1842. p.236. Image courtesy Rare Books collection, University of Plymouth.
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Illustrated London News, 15 April 1848, p.243. Image courtesy of James Gregory
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Illustrated London News, 15 April 1848, p.243. Image courtesy of James Gregory. 
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Key figures
• Feargus O’Connor (1796 – 1855), ‘Lion of 

Freedom’ or the ‘Great I Am’.
• ‘Schoolmaster’, James Bronterre O’Brien 

(1805- 64) 
• Leader of the moral / knowledge 

Chartists William Lovett (1800 – 1877) 
• Prominent lecturer Henry Vincent (1813 -

1878) 
• Ernest Jones (1819-1869): succeeding 

O’Connor as the leading Chartist in 1850s
• George Julian Harney (1817-1897): 

Charter and something more, socialism
• But many others could figure in ‘Chartist 

portraits’ (name of G.D.H. Cole’s 
pioneering collective study, 1941: J.R. 
Stephens, Richard Oastler, John Fielden, 
Thomas Attwood, John Frost, Joseph 
Sturge).

9

Other figures such as prime ministers 
Sir Robert Peel, Lord John Russell, 
Home Secretaries e.g., Conservative 
government’s Sir James Graham; 
General Sir Charles Napier. 
Rivals such as Irish nationalist Daniel 
O’Connell (1775 – 1847), or Richard 
Cobden (1804 – 1865) of Anti-Corn 
Law League … or Benjamin Disraeli …

The movement’s sociology – who 
became Chartists (rank and file, local 
leaders, lecturers, writers …) urban, 
working class
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General strike. Illustrated London News, 20 August 1842. Images 
courtesy Rare Books collection, University of Plymouth.

Who were the Chartists? New factory operatives, as in 
Illustrated London News, 1842. Manual working classes e.g., 
cotton workers in Ashton under Lyne  (Robert Hall’s study) Or 
the casualties of industrialisation (see overleaf)



William Thom,  1788 – 1848, Scottish handloom-weaver and poet. Illustrated 
London News, 1 March 1845, p.144. Image courtesy of James Gregory.
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The literary turn 
in Chartist studies 
– chartists as 
poets, novelists –
role of romantic, 
melodramatic 
forms / styles, role 
of poetic heroes 
like Shelley, 
Byron, Milton, 
Shakespeare [and 
Bible]



Key aims
• Usually explained through listing the Charter 6 

points …
• Makes this a political movement, to extend 

democracy through gaining control of parliament by 
reform. 

• Natural right of all men to the vote [but what of 
chartist women?]

• Participation and organization (from branch level, 
mass platform, annual convention) designed to 
express this democratic ideal.

• But the political means to social reform ends (end 
New Poor Law, factory reform, etc) & economic (of 
market capitalism, production and consumption) –
moral economy / protection.

• As the movement develops – emergence of socialist
aspects after 1848.
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Universal suffrage 
Vote by ballot

Annual parliaments
Equal electoral districts
Payment of members

No property qualification



… if it had been passed, the ‘People’s Charter’ would 
no doubt have involved a complete restructuring of 
the political domain, with Members of Parliament 
reduced to the role of delegates rather than 
representatives and parliament subject to real scrutiny 
and control by the people, now empowered to regulate 
the social and economic life of the nation. That is 
surely why Chartism was so wilfully misrepresented 
by elites and also why it met such fierce resistance, 
not just at the time but in subsequent generations.

Peter Gurney, ‘The Democratic idiom: Languages of Democracy in the Chartist Movement’,
Journal of Modern History (2014), p.599.
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Quantifying the movement

• Chartism the first mass organized political movement of working 
people in history?

• Formal membership of chartist organizations: subscribers to 
Chartist land Plan. (Board of Trade’s Land Company subscribers’ 
list)

• Membership of Chartist associations. (400 branches of the National 
Charter Association; on paper, perhaps 50,000 members- down to 
5000 by 1848)
• Signatories of the Chartist petitions. Over 3 million claimed for 

1842 petition (1/3rd of adult population). 
• None of the three national petitions survive.
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Failure of the 
mass platform.

10 April 1848 at 
Kennington 
Common.

Image courtesy 
of James 
Gregory: 
Illustrated 
London News. 
From a 
daguerreotype.



Arguments about Chartism

There are many ways to look at Chartism beyond if / when the 6 Points
of the Charter were achieved …

… and whether this represents a ‘longer term’ success of the movement

… as opposed to its undoubted failure to get the Charter made the law of 
the land (for the Just Representation of the People of Great Britain and Ireland 

in the Commons House of Parliament).
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Reasons for failure
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Reasons for 
Failure

Chartist leadership

Feargus O’Connor

Trade Unions’ lack of 
support

Lack of Chartist unity –
competing Chartisms in 
terms of ideas

Return to prosperity … age of 
equipoise

Anti-Corn Law 
League and other 
alternative 
movements, including 
for middle-class

Attitude of the middle-
class, middle class 
reformers [role of fear, 
ridicule]

Response of the parliamentary 
classes – the nature of the Chartist 
political / social demands 
[democracy], read as social protest

Response of the 
State, government:
coercion / amelioration
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Socio-economic 
interpretation:
A ‘knife and 
fork’ question / 
‘hunger politics’

G.D.H. Cole: 
‘Hunger and hatred –
these were the forces 
that made Chartism a 
mass movement of 
the British working 
class’ (Chartist 
Portraits)

Plug riots …
Illustrated London 
News, 1842, p.236.
Image courtesy of 
University of 
Plymouth Rare Books 
Collection



Reasons for failure
• One very old approach is to look for weaknesses via internal 

divisions into moral force & physical force.
• Another explanation … to highlight relative weakness in London / 

divisions between London and the provinces.
• Or to point to hostility towards & from middle-class reformers 

(whether Complete Suffrage Union effort 1842 or later).
• Failure to win over middle classes – seen as ‘expressly directed 

against the middle classes’ (F.C. Mather quoting Annual Register 
1839)

• The calibre of leadership and strategies adopted e.g., value or 
dangerous diversion of the Chartist Land Plan scheme.

20



21

Feargus O’Connor. Engraved by Henry Vizetelly. Image courtesy 
of James Gregory: Illustrated London News, 15 April 1848, p.243.

O’Connor died in 1855.
Leadership of the Chartist movement: O’Connor 
…William Lovett, Ernest Jones, George Reynolds

… I held that union was the absolute requisite for 
Chartist success ; and as the people cleaved to O’Connor 
as their leader, I became a foe to all who opposed him as 
the fomenters of disunion.  [Thomas Cooper, 1855]

• Graham Wallas on O’Connor in Dictionary of 
National Biography: ‘The absolute failure of 
chartism may indeed be traced very largely to 
his position in the movement’



• External forces stressed: role of State force and threat of violence 
(coercion).

John Saville, 1848: ‘Chartism was finally broken by the physical force of the 
state, and having once been broken it was submerged, in the national 
consciousness, beneath layers of false understanding and denigration’

• Or role of improvements linked to responsive State (amelioration) 
undercutting Chartist ‘narrative’ / diagnosis and remedy (Gareth 
Stedman Jones, ‘The Language of Chartism’, 1982).

• The idea of a betrayal by a ‘labour aristocracy’ in 1850s – these 
collaborate with middle class rather than become revolutionary 
leaders.  Or … disillusion and ‘quietism’ (Robert Hall of cotton 
factory town Ashton’s Chartist leaders)
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Military force and railways. Illustrated London News, 1842. Image courtesy of University 
of Plymouth Rare Books Collection
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Image courtesy of  University of  Plymouth Rare Books Collection.

State force and middle-class ridicule. John Leech’s comment on the 
Trafalgar Square Revolution in Punch, 10 April 1848, p.112.



Victorian assessments
W.J. Linton, The English Republic, 1851. https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=L-
lAAQAAMAAJ

Matters little now to weigh in exactest scales the incompetence of leaders against the 
apathy of those ‘insatiable wild beasts,’ the steady plodding serfs who eschewed politics 
and looked to trades-unions for at least some personal benefit, or the unsteady whose 
dissipated habits (there is political dissipation also) unfitted them for patriotic 
endeavours. To apportion to each his exact amount of blame would serve us little here. 
Enough, and more than enough, that leaders, led and unled, have been all at fault. [p.83]

The parliamentary / constitutional expert Thomas Erskine May, The Constitutional 
History of England 1863

The failure of the Chartist agitation was another example of the hopelessness of a cause 
not supported by a parliamentary party,—by enlightened opinion,—and by the cooperation 
of several classes of society.

25

https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=L-lAAQAAMAAJ


H.V. Mayer (of Dudley), The Secular Review and Secularist, 11 August 1877, p.146.
Though unsuccessful, Chartism did much good. Amongst the rest, it caused 
thousands to take a permanent interest in politics to whom they were before 
unknown. The agitation was for objects at least theoretically just, and in 
itself an earnest and much-needed protest against exclusiveness and injustice.

The Fabian socialist Graham Wallas, Our Corner, 1 September 1888 p.139.
…They seem to have produced absolutely no effect The Anti-Corn Law 
League had triumphed in 1846. The Factory Acts for which Stephens and 
Oastler had agitated had been gradually amended and made effectual. But no 
step had been taken towards the attainment of any one of the six points of 
the Charter, the Land Scheme had ended not only in failure but in shame and 
Chartism was dead 

The radical writer John Morrison Davidson, Reynolds's Newspaper, 19 May 1912
The failure of Chartism has never yet been adequately explained: but prison 
tortures, dissensions of egoistic ‘Leaders,’ and the red herring of Cobdenic
Free Trade in grain account for much. 26
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L. Valentine, The Queen her Early Life and Reign
(London: Warne, 1887), p.94.

G.A. Henty, Queen Victoria. Scenes from Her Life and Reign, 
pp.72-73.



W.B. Wollen, 1886, reprinted in The Life and Times of Queen Victoria (London: Cassell), 
vol.2, p.333. James Gregory
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Historians’ interpretations
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Robert G. Gammage, History of the Chartist movement, 1837-1854 (1854)
https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=HLJfAAAAcAAJ
revised edn, 1894

https://archive.org/details/cu31924028231318
For an early Russian edition, https://archive.org/details/istoriiachartizm00gamm/page/1/mode/2up

Biographies and memoirs e.g., W.J. Linton, James Watson: A Memoir (1879)
https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=WokIAAAAQAAJ

Graham Wallas, serialized history in Our Corner, 1888
https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/Our_Corner/lNJDAQAAMAAJ

The Chartist Riots at Newport (Newport, 1889)
https://archive.org/details/chartistriotsatn00newprich/page/n7/mode/2up?q=chartists+newport

Frank Rosenblatt, The Chartist Movement in its social and economic aspects (1916) [an incomplete study ending after 1840]
https://archive.org/details/chartistmovement00roserich

Harold Faulkner, Chartism and the churches (1916)
https://archive.org/details/chartismchurches00faul/page/n5/mode/2up

Preston Slosson, The decline of the Chartist movement (1916)
https://archive.org/details/declinechartist00slosgoog

Mark Hovell, The Chartist Movement (1918)
https://archive.org/details/chartistmovemen00toutgoog

https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=HLJfAAAAcAAJ
https://archive.org/details/cu31924028231318
https://archive.org/details/istoriiachartizm00gamm/page/1/mode/2up
https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=WokIAAAAQAAJ
https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/Our_Corner/lNJDAQAAMAAJ
https://archive.org/details/chartistriotsatn00newprich/page/n7/mode/2up?q=chartists+newport
https://archive.org/details/chartistmovement00roserich
https://archive.org/details/chartismchurches00faul/page/n5/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/declinechartist00slosgoog
https://archive.org/details/chartistmovemen00toutgoog
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Images taken by James Gregory 
from personal copy.

‘The Place of Chartism in History’ 
p.301.

The Chartist organisation failed; the 
individual Chartists were conscious 
of the wreck of their hopes. But how 
many of the greatest movements in 
history began in failure, and how 
often has a later generation reaped 
with little effort abundant crops 
from fields which refused to yield 
fruit to their first cultivators? A 
wider survey suggests that in the 
long run Chartism by no means 
failed.

The true failure of Chartism lay in its inability to 
perform this task [of social reform policies]. Political 
Chartism was a real though limited thing; social 
Chartism was protest against what existed, not a 
reasoned policy to set up anything concrete in its 
place. Apart from machinery, Chartism was largely a 
passionate negation   [p.303]



Foreign studies on Chartism invariably conclude with a section entitled, Why was the 
Movement a Failure? or something of similar effect. The example, set by innumerable 
authors, does not seem to be worth copying, as it begs the question. An answer in the 
negative, the author ventures to suggest, is contrary only to superficial evidences. 
Chartism was an episode in that concatenation of aspirations and struggles which is 
vaguely spoken of as the working-class movement. What are the essential objects of this 
movement, as distinguished from the immediately attainable and ostensible objects of 
which the Six Points are specimens? There is but one essential object the awakening of 
class-consciousness, the better organization of the working class in its struggle for 
greater economic and political power. No body of opinions which fails to stimulate class 
consciousness can be said to be strictly necessary to the working-class movement, just as 
no set of doctrines or practices which fail to stimulate the consciousness of nationality 
can be integrally connected with nationalism. The Chartist movement with its 
derivations, its appeals to ‘blistered hands and fustian jackets,’ its actual tenets of class 
antagonism, its association with industrial unrest, and its inability to accept the 
advances of middle-class sympathizers, was the first organized effort to stir up class 
consciousness on a national scale, the movement’s failures lay in the direction of 
securing legislation, or national approbation for its leaders. Judged by its crop of statutes 
and statues, Chartism was a failure. Judged by its essential and generally overlooked 
purpose, Chartism was a success. It achieved, not the Six Points, but a state of mind. 
This last achievement made possible the renascent trade union movement of the ’fifties, 
the gradually improving organization of the working classes, the Labour Party, the co-
operative movement, and whatever greater triumphs labour will enjoy in the future.

Julius West, A History of the Chartist Movement (London: Constable, 1920), p.294.
https://archive.org/details/historyofchartis00westuoft
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A topic for Historical 
Association. F.C. Mather 
(1965) and several local studies 
under HA auspices (John 
Cannon, The Chartists in 
Bristol, and Searby’s Coventry 
Politics in the Age of the 
Chartists).



• Asa Briggs, editing Chartist Studies 1959: the movement doomed to 
failure given society & state, the ‘cards were too heavily stacked 
against them’.

• Edward Royle, ‘the depressing conclusion appears to be that the 
Chartists in the 1840s had no hope of success’ (Chartism, 1980 and 
later editions). 

• sustained alliance between middle-class reformers & suspicious / 
proud working-class reform leadership unlikely.

• John Belchem, 
Chartism in 1848 was faced by a supremely confident government, so 
assured of public support that any deference towards constitutional 
fair play was quite unnecessary … overpowering a somewhat decrepit 
protest movement by exploiting the hysteria of the middle class and 
its lengthy swishing tail …

‘1848: Feargus O’Connor and the Collapse of the Mass Platform’ in 
Thompson and Epstein, The Chartist Experience, 1982, ch.8
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The language of Chartism
Gareth Stedman Jones, ‘Rethinking Chartism’
… the staleness and anachronistic flavour of its rhetoric became apparent 
even to its strongest supporters. That the stabilization of the economy and 
mid-century boom finally killed off all but a few beleaguered Chartist 
outposts is a fact acknowledged by all historians of Chartism. But as a 
coherent political language and a believable political vision, Chartism 
disintegrated in the early 1840s, not the early 1850s. Chartist decline was 
not initially the result of prosperity and economic stabilization, for it 
effectively preceded them. Attention to the language of Chartism suggests 
that its rise and fall is to be related in the first instance not to movements 
in the economy, divisions in the movement or an immature class 
consciousness, but to the changing character and policies of the state – the 
principal enemy upon whose actions radicals had always found that their 
credibility depended  

Languages of Class, 1983, p.178
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How we define Chartist goals affects our perception of the 
movement’s success or failure. It did not achieve any of the 
Six Points, and after its defeat it was almost lost from view 
for half a century; but without its surging agitation and 
intermittent threat it is hard to imagine the governments of 
the 1840s making the concessions they did. Chartism 
declined, in part, because some of the goals that drew people 
into the movement had been attained. To ask why Chartism 
failed is to misunderstand its nature; the interesting 
questions are about the extent to which it succeeded.  

John Walton, Chartism (1999).
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Malcolm Chase, Chartism A New History (2007) of late Chartism, 

… the history of Chartism would be no more than a 
multiplicity of small victories  [p.340] … 
… the dominant mode of Chartist discourse in this later 
period was neither mournful nor despairing but rather 
resilient and positive, not in the expectation of the 
imminent enactment of the Charter but on the principle that 
concerted action improved working lives. Of course, this 
attitude was not derived from Chartism alone, but those 
who had been involved in the movement took from it an 
energy and expertise that suffused a wide range of popular 
political and associational activities [p.343]
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Beyond failure



• From the topics that Chartist historians have looked at 
since the 1970s: the debate about political success / failure is 
in many ways the least interesting aspect.

• Historians don’t write off the movement, as it was amid 
hoots of derisive laughter by middle-class press (Punch, The 
Times etc.), in April 1848.

• Study of the movement after Kennington Common –
reject the interpretation of fiasco and farce. 1858 the last 
national Convention.

• A ‘distinctive culture’ and organisation created and 
sustained (the late Malcolm Chase, Chartism: A New 
History, 2007)

39



• One perspective in the 20th century considered Chartism’s class 
politics credentials … class seen as one of the grand narratives 
in social and political history – linked to economic change … 
rising [consciousness] and determining the shape of politics.

• Debates about the role of class – was it a popular / plebeian, 
traditional language of radicalism, or a new ‘language of class’?

• Chartism was explored in terms of ‘movement culture’ and 
experience for participants (a way of life, from reading 
Northern Star, to religious services and poetry and consumption 
of goods from Chartist retailers). Dorothy Thompson and 
James Epstein, The Chartist Experience 1982.
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• Historians have looked at what Chartism meant in terms of 
national identities (e.g., Welsh and Scottish Chartisms) the 
relationship to Irish nationalism – recent essay by Matt Roberts on 
Daniel O’Connell, Repeal and Chartism

• links to continental Europe. Transnational … impact in empire / 
USA (Paul Pickering, Andrew Messner, J.L. Bronstein, Ray 
Boston)

• and gender – the role of Chartist women (Jutta Schwarzkopf, Anna 
Clark, Dorothy Thompson, Eileen Yeo)

• And just as historians have been interested in its cultural 
productions, they have been interested in social and political ideas –
Chartists’ attempts to operate democratically and / or the 
movement’s constitutionalist idiom 
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• Historians have studied its intellectual lineage (part of older radical 
tradition and ‘language’ from the 18th century), 

• its plebeian form of political economy (centrality of the people’s 
farm … the land), 

• its use of vulgar humour (Tom Scriven)
• and relationships to mid-Victorian Liberalism, and late-Victorian 

socialist / Labour revival
• Historians fascinated by legacy – in terms of memory and 

Chartists’ own commemorative practices (see Matt Roberts, 
Chartism, Commemoration and the Cult of the Radical Hero, 2020)

• Chartism physically commemorated (Chartism Day) and online 
e.g. https://www.chartistancestors.co.uk/

42

https://www.chartistancestors.co.uk/


Primary sources
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We have access to various key primary sources digitally and freely.

• You can look at some Chartist newspapers e.g., Northern Star, Western Vindicator, 
Ernest Jones’s Notes to the People freely online. 

• Their pamphlets, e.g. Peter M’Douall’s The Charter, what it Means! The Chartists, 
what They Want! 

• Responses in Thomas Carlyle, Charles Kingsley (Alton Locke), ridicule in Punch, 
Puppet Show. Pamphlets e.g. Arthur Helps’ A Letter from one of the Special Constables 
in London (1848)

• Official records, accounts, histories: Home Office, Annual Register, Parliamentary 
Debates. E.g., 12 July 1839 on the petition.

• Memoirs of some of the chartists e.g., William Lovett

• Research online – chartist lives here and abroad, biographies of less well-
remembered figures, e.g., Gerald Massey, William Cuffay.

• Chartist artefacts: hymns, music, poetry and ballads

• Sites – Kennington Common photograph; chartist colonies; Newport Rising.
44
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Northern Star freely online.

responses to Chartism in the works of Thomas Carlyle, 
(1839) Charles Kingsley (Alton Locke, 1850)

graphic satire ridicule in Punch, Puppet Show.

Annual Register.

Parliamentary Debates.
Memoirs of some of the chartists e.g., William Lovett.

Chartist historical research online – chartist lives here and 
abroad
chartist biographies of less well-remembered figures, and 
those now important such as William Cuffay.

Chartist artefacts: chartist hymns and music. Chartist poetry 
and ballads.

Chartist sites – Kennington Common photograph; chartist 
colonies; Newport Rising.

https://ncse.ac.uk/periodicals/ns/https://www.google.co.u
k/books/edition/Chartis
m/g-kpZ-3MZGQC

https://www.google.co.uk/books/editio
n/Alton_Locke/AqEkwj5JC7gChttps://www.google.co.u

k/books/edition/Puppet
_Show/3isoAQAAMAAJ

https://www.google.co.uk/books/editio
n/Punch/zP8CAAAAIAAJ

https://www.google.co.uk/bo
oks/edition/The_Annual_Regi
ster/CP9GAAAAcAAJ

https://www.google.co.u
k/books/edition/Life_an
d_Struggles_of_William_
Lovett_in/5X8jAQAAMA
AJ

https://www.chartistancestors.co.uk/https://ageofrevolution.
org/200-object/portrait-
of-william-cuffay/

https://historicengland.org.uk/listin
g/the-list/list-entry/1078473

https://www.calderdal
e.gov.uk/wtw/search/c
ontrolservlet?PageId=
Detail&DocId=102253

https://ncse.ac.uk/periodicals/ns/
https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/Chartism/g-kpZ-3MZGQC
https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/Alton_Locke/AqEkwj5JC7gC
https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/Puppet_Show/3isoAQAAMAAJ
https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/Punch/zP8CAAAAIAAJ
https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/The_Annual_Register/CP9GAAAAcAAJ
https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/Life_and_Struggles_of_William_Lovett_in/5X8jAQAAMAAJ
https://www.chartistancestors.co.uk/
https://ageofrevolution.org/200-object/portrait-of-william-cuffay/
https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1078473
https://www.calderdale.gov.uk/wtw/search/controlservlet?PageId=Detail&DocId=102253


The End

46


	Why did Chartism fail?�arguments, sources and interpretations.
	Slide Number 2
	Introduction 
	Some basic points about Chartism
	Chronology of the movement 1838/48/58
	Illustrated London News, 1842. p.236. Image courtesy Rare Books collection, University of Plymouth.
	Illustrated London News, 15 April 1848, p.243. Image courtesy of James Gregory
	Illustrated London News, 15 April 1848, p.243. Image courtesy of James Gregory. 
	Key figures
	Slide Number 10
	William Thom,  1788 – 1848, Scottish handloom-weaver and poet. Illustrated London News, 1 March 1845, p.144. Image courtesy of James Gregory.
	Key aims
	Slide Number 13
	Quantifying the movement
	Slide Number 15
	Arguments about Chartism
	Reasons for failure
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Reasons for failure
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Military force and railways. Illustrated London News, 1842. Image courtesy of University of Plymouth Rare Books Collection
	Slide Number 24
	Victorian assessments
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	W.B. Wollen, 1886, reprinted in The Life and Times of Queen Victoria (London: Cassell), vol.2, p.333. James Gregory
	Historians’ interpretations
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34
	The language of Chartism
	Slide Number 36
	Slide Number 37
	Beyond failure
	Slide Number 39
	Slide Number 40
	Slide Number 41
	Slide Number 42
	Primary sources
	Slide Number 44
	Slide Number 45
	Slide Number 46

